
   
 

BHPS Personal Development News - April 2022 

Year 1 enjoy their carnival-themed dance workshop as part of the Whole School Dance Day 

Dear Parents/carers, 

As you know, in addition to providing a high-quality education for the children at Bayards Hill, we 

believe in the importance of providing them with creative and purposeful opportunities to enrich 

their lives, develop their character and improve their skills. We know that confident and curious 

children, keen to learn, with a bank of cultural capital behind them, can not only enjoy their learning 

more, but also make more progress and achieve more.     

The children have again been very extremely busy this term, participating in a wide variety of 

curriculum-linked trips, enrichment experiences and after-school clubs. We have completed over 60 

offerings this year, and our ambitious target is to have completed 100 or more by the end of the 

year. Here are just some of the highlights from Term 3 and Term 4: 

 

AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS 

   

We have had an incredible fourteen after-school clubs running in Term 4, almost all of them free to 

children, and spread across the arts, core academic subjects such as Maths and Literacy, and sports 

and physical fitness. We are so pleased to provide such a strong offering to Bayards Hill children, 

similar to a private school, and over and above that provided by other local state primary schools.  



   
Club examples: 

• Archery Club 

• FYI News Club 

• Choir Club 

• Y6 Maths Booster Clubs x 2 

• Y6 Literacy Booster Clubs x 2  

• Rugby Club (in partnership Oxford Harlequins RUFC and Oxford Brookes University) 

• Ukulele Club 

• Y1 & Y2 Multi-sports Club 

• Handwriting Club 

• Y6 Lunchtime Homework Club 

• Football Club  

• Y3 & Y4 Multi-sports Club 

This term, we are looking to set up a new KS1 Art Club – look out for more information on this soon - 

and the following term we are planning to start a KS1 Theatre Club (focusing on a combination of 

acting, and vocal and movement skills, along with developing self-confidence).  

A big thank you to all the staff supporting the running of these clubs: Miss Billy, Miss Oliver, Mr 

White, Mr Eaglestone, Mrs MacLaughlin, Ben, our partners at Oxford Harlequins RUFC/Oxford 

Brookes Inspire, and all of our Office staff for admin and logistical support, plus any others I may 

have forgotten!  

BAYARDS HILL SCHOOL CHOIR 

 
The BHPS choir at Wembley, March 2022 

 

A very big thank you to Miss Oliver and the Bayards Hill School Choir Club, who were rehearsing so 

hard for many weeks for one of the highlights of their year – the trip to Wembley and the Voice in a 

Million performance. Performing at one of our best-known national venues, in front of huge 

audience, is a significant and fantastic life experience. Our children rose to the occasion, relishing the 



   
challenge, and demonstrating resilience with all the hard work in preparation and the late return on 

the night. 

 “That’s the best thing I’ve ever done!” one enthusiastic singer informed me after the event.   
 

YEAR 6 SHOTOVER COUNTRY PARK ART TRIP    

        

Y6 children create Goldsworthy-inspired found object natural art sculptures              

In January, Year 6 embarked on their third curriculum-enriching trip of the year – visiting Shotover 

Country Park. Demonstrating resilience, the children walked there and back, and we took in a little 

bit of local history on the way as we walked through and discussed the C S Lewis nature reserve. The 

trip was an exciting opportunity linked to our Art Curriculum and the term’s mixed media Art topic, 

and was a perfect example of fun but purposeful outdoor learning that enriched the curriculum. 

            
  

At the country park, the children took part in the following: 

• Explored the woodland setting and foraged for found natural materials 

• Gained a deeper understanding of Andy Goldsworthy’s artwork through practical 

application, creating their own piece of natural art sculpture using natural resources 

• Natural den building – experimenting with structures  
 

MORE TREES! AND ARTWORK FOR ARTSWEEK 
 

In the great Bayards Hill tree planting of November, we established the first BHPS coppice (of thirty 

Silver Birch, Cherry and Rowan saplings we sourced from the Woodland Trust)  as part of our 

contribution to the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Green Canopy initiative. This was the first phase in our 

long-term plan to support outdoor learning to complement our curriculum.  



   
 

Building on this, Year 1 and Year 4 have been working with Fiona Tracy from St Mary’s on two 

community art projects, where the children’s artwork will be exhibited in the church during 

Oxfordshire Artsweek.  

    
Bayards Hill Coppice planting in November   Year 4’s tree of hope in progress – leaves starting   

            to go on – March 2022 
 

Oxfordshire Artweeks is the UK’s oldest and biggest artist open studios and pop-up exhibition event – 
with lots of free art exhibitions all over Oxfordshire. It is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year. For 
more information, check out its website at https://www.artweeks.org/ 

 

The theme of St Mary’s exhibition is Hope- hope for ourselves, our families, the place where we live 
and the wider world. 
 

Year 4 and year 1 have chosen to make a sculpture of a tree and a river in celebration of the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee and as a symbol of this hope.  All children in the school will be adding leaves to the 
tree as they too, think about the things they hope for, in the future.  
 

The sculptures will be part of an exhibition which will include painting, crafts and other artwork from 
different members of the community. Come and celebrate with us the diverse creativity within our 
community. 

 

St Marys church will be open on the 7th ,13th and 14th May from 10.00-4.00. Come along and see the 
children’s work. Refreshments will be provided.  

      
           Bayards Hill Year 4’s ‘Tree of Hope’ –  

What it will look like  

https://www.artweeks.org/


   

 
Fiona, and Angela Dickenson from Beautiful Barton have also kindly donated two more trees to add 
to the Bayards hill coppice – they are two fruit trees, so eventually we will have fruit as well as leaves 
and blossom, and of course good for wildlife.  
 
 

YEARS 2, 3 AND 5 PANTOMIME TRIPS 
 

     
 
In January, all children in Years 2, 3 and 5 went on their second trips of the academic year, visiting the 
Oxford Playhouse to watch a pantomime theatre production of Robin Hood. Due to our BHPS inclusive 
strategy of enrichment opportunities and trips for all, we ensured that the trips were subsidised so 
they were very low cost (the cost of a sandwich).       
 
This was an excellent opportunity for the children to enjoy a rich cultural and social experience, 
increase their cultural capital and, as suggested in the National Curriculum English programme of 
study, to ‘respond thoughtfully to drama and theatre performances’.  Also, the National Curriculum 
English programme of study for Reading for Years 3 and 5 refers to pupils ‘ increasing their familiarity 
with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction 
from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions.’   
 

 



   
 
 

TRIPS COMING SOON 
 
The children in Years 2, 3 and 5 will also be enjoying their third trip of the academic year in the next 
two terms; trips that will be fully curriculum-linked, and enriching topics the children have been 
studying, as follows. And Years R and 1 will be enjoying their second trips, again curriculum linked!  
Look out for the info letters coming soon via Arbor: 
 

Year Group Trip Curriculum Link 

Year R Oxford Botanical Garden 
Lifecycles workshop  

EYFS Communication and Language 
Personal Social & Emotional Development 
ELG: The Natural World: ‘Explore the natural 

world around them’ 

Year 1 Oxford Natural History Museum 
Workshop and trail 

Snap Science plants units  

Year 2  Oxford Natural History Museum 
Bugs and their Habitats guided workshop 
and trail 

Snap Science habitats unit – What is in your 
habitat? 

Year 3 Museum of Oxford 
Made in Oxford - object handling and 
workshop exploring local history through 
historical objects and people of Oxford.  

Rising Stars Humanities unit - Our Local 

Area: Why is local history so important? 
 

Year 5 Oxford City Centre: 
Railway station, Canal network and 
Covered Market 

Rising Star Humanities unit – history of local 
journeys and trade  

 
On top of that, as Y6 gear up to taking their SATS exams the week beginning 9th May (and then 
completing their SATS Writing portfolio) they will also be looking forward to their residential, planned 
for Weds 25th May to Friday 27th May, at Youlbury Adventure Camp Site.  
 

           
 

THE Y6 RESI: SPECIAL OFFER! 

 
We have been successful in proactively sourcing funding for this trip so that we can heavily subsidise 
it, offering this valuable experience at a much-reduced rate, so it comes in at well under £100. If you 
are yet to sign up your Year 6 child for this excellent opportunity then please do so – via Arbor or the 
Office – as the cost is now not much more than a FIFA 22 console/Xbox game.  
 
A letter about the Y6 Residential with further info will be coming out in Week 1 of Term 5, and we plan 
to have a parent information meeting in Week 2.  



   
 
 
 
All in all, we are firmly on track to meet our BHPS Trips, Visits and Experiences Pledge: 
 

 
 
 

 
BHPS WHOLE SCHOOL DANCE DAY 

 

 
Years 5 and 6 end of Dance Day performance 

 

All BHPS children, from YR through to Y6, enjoyed our recent Whole School Dance Day. All children in 
each year group took part in a dance workshop lasting either 30 minutes (YR-Y4) or 45 minutes (Y5 & 
Y6) duration, run by an expert dance instructor. Then, at the end of the day, KS1 combined to perform 
to KS2 and then KS2 combined to perform to KS1. The day was so much fun, and as ever it was amazing 
to see what can be achieved in such a short time when everyone works hard and focuses.  
 
 
 

                                    

                                    

                                                   

                                   

                                                   

                                          

     

              
    

            
      



   
 

       
 
The Whole School Dance Day is another experience that keeps us on track to meet our other key 
pledge, the BHPS Performance Opportunities Pledge, and we aim to do even more! 
 

 
 
 

PERFORMANCES, ASSEMBLIES AND AWARDS 
 

 
Years 2 pupils on stage at their curriculum-linked Performance Sharing Assembly 

 



   
 

Another part of our BHPS Pledge is the curriculum-linked Performance Sharing Assemblies in front of 
parents that each year group plans, prepares and runs once per year. Year 5 parents will remember 
Year 5’s dramatic Viking assembly before Christmas, and in Term 4 it was the turn of Year 2 parents to 
be treated.  

The Assembly was based on the Year 2’s Term 4 Rising Stars Humanities Geography unit Our Wonderful 
World: What are the seven wonders of our world? It was great to see so many parents attend – thank 
you – the children really appreciated it, and a big thank you to Miss Smith, Miss Pearson, and the other 
staff who put so much into organising such a fantastic assembly. 

 

    

 

Reception have chosen this term (Term 5) for their Performance Sharing Assembly, which will be based 
on their topic ‘What’s growing in our garden?’ Look out for an info letter soon.   

 
 
We are proud of our full and inclusive assembly offering here at Bayards Hill, and our assembly vision 
to provide a programme of purposeful assemblies for all: 

• Helping to build and develop the character of the whole school community 

• Celebrating diversity 
• Providing opportunities for exploration of key values, collective participation, performance, 

reflection, and reward for effort, progress and achievement 
 
Our assembly timetable overview below gives an idea of the variety of assemblies in which  our school 
community participates: 
 
 



   
 

 

BHPS ASSEMBLY OVERVIEW TIMETABLE 2021-2022 

What? Where? When? Who is hosting? Audience/other?  
Whole-School 
Assembly 

School 
Hall 

Tuesdays, weekly, 
3pm 

Head - Mr 
Eaglestone 
- All teaching staff 
attending 
- Phased in for 
reception: not at 
start/not always 

Whole-school staff 
All year groups 

Key Stage 1 Values 
& Singing Assembly 

School 
Hall 

Mondays weekly, 
3pm 

KS1 Year Group 
Teachers (rota)  
- All Key Stage staff 
attending 

Key Stage staff 
KS1 year groups 

Key Stage 2 Values 
& Singing Assembly 

School 
Hall 

Wednesdays 
weekly, 3pm 

KS2 Year Group 
Teachers (rota)  
- All Key Stage staff 
attending 

Key Stage staff 
KS2 year groups 

Year Group 
Performance 
Sharing Assembly 

School 
Hall 

One, per year 
group, per year 
(Reception towards 

end of year) 

Year Group 
Teachers 
preparing and 
running 
- All Key Stage staff 
attending 

Parents of year 
group 
Optional – 
governor 
Specific year group 

Whole-School 
Celebration 
Assembly  

School 
Hall  

Fridays, alternate 
weeks  

Senior Leadership 
Team 
- All teaching staff 
attending 

Parents of awarded 
pupils 
All year groups 

Whole-School 
Singing Assembly 

School 
Hall 

Two or three per 
short term 

Volunteer staff 
members 

Whole-school staff 
All year groups 

Attendance 
assembly 

School 
Hall 

Fridays, first week 
of long terms 3 and 
5 

Mrs Jones 
- All teaching staff 

attending 

Whole-school staff 
All year groups 
Governors 

 
As you know, our fortnightly Parent Celebration Assemblies are a wonderful opportunity for parents 
to share in their children's success (of Star Learner, Role Model and BHPS 3R Values certificate awards, 
plus a Sports Award for a pupil from each year group. In addition, we use the first Celebration 
Assembly of each short term to award children with Bronze, Silver and Gold badges, and certificates, 
for completing the relevant number of challenges in their Enrichment Passport awards - a highlight of 
the term.  
 

         
 
 



   
 

BHPS 3R VALUES 
 

A reminder that everything we do at Bayards Hill Primary School begins with our vision, Aim High, 
and our set of strong, shared values, the Bayards Hill ‘Three R’ values of Responsibility, Respect and 
Resilience. 
 

We are… 
 

Respectful, Responsible and Resilient. 
 
We reward pupils’ active demonstration of these values through weekly Headteacher and fortnightly 
class BHPS 3R Value Awards. 
 

     
 

 
 

 
BHPS ENRICHMENT PASSPORTS 

 
 



   
 

What are the passports and why have them? A reminder… 
 

As the Department for Education suggests, it is important that ‘children have the chance to try things 
out, to get a taste of the world around them, to see and do things that they wouldn’t normally do, or 
go to places they wouldn’t normally go and to meet people they wouldn’t normally meet. These 
things are important because a world-class education is about much more than qualifications: it’s 
also about your character and wellbeing.’ 
 

The BHPS Enrichment Passport gives your child the chance to do just that. 
 

A very big thank you to those parents and carers who continue to support your child(ren) to 
complete Enrichment Passport challenges, particularly those who have recently received badges and 
certificates for their Bronze, Silver or Gold awards.  

 

 
A Year 6 pupil receiving his BHPS Enrichment Passport Gold Explorer award 

 

Please do encourage your child to take personal responsibility to work on their own and with you (as 
well as the school) to complete tasks, and to look after their passport. Remember, we have 
deliberately designed most of the challenges to be no cost or very low cost. Please also encourage 
your child to bring their passport in at the end of each short term when asked. We can then check 
them, giving awards the start of the following term.  
 

In the first Celebration Assembly of Term 4, we were really pleased to be able to award 59 Bronze, 
Silver and Gold award badges and certificates. If your child was not one of them, please do all you 
can to support them engaging with this fantastic offering – it is rewarding, confidence building, and 
will give your child a real sense of satisfaction and achievement. 
 

 



   
.  
 

. 

BHPS CHARITIES AND FUNDRAISING 
 

 
Reception children enjoying taking part in our BHPS Big Mile Red Nose Run Day  

 
All year groups took part in our BHPS sponsored Big Mile Red Nose Run Day in Term 4, to raise funds 
for our chosen national charity, Comic Relief. In addition to raising funds, children were keen to try to 
beat their personal bests, which we work towards with our weekly big miles, as part of our strategy to 
be an active school.  
 

All in all, we raised £270 for Comic Relief.  
Well done, everyone! 

 

            
 
A reminder that our BHPS progressive whole-school charities programme, relevant to our school, 
empowers all pupils to be community-minded and responsible citizens actively involved in charity 
fundraising. Its intended outcomes are as follows: 
 

• Our school community raises money for charities chosen by and relevant to the school 

• Pupils develop a sense of citizenship and responsibility…in local, national and global contexts   

•  



   
 

• Pupils develop a sense of fiscal management and responsibility through fundraising and (in 
liaison with the School Council and staff) awareness of funds allocation.    

• Pupils develop creativity and enterprise skills, devising and implementing ways to raise funds  

• Pupils engage in fundraising activities linked to key areas at the heart of our curriculum intent    

 

BIKEABILITY 
 

 
 
A total of 22 Y5 and Y6 children passed both Level 1 and Level 2 courses, and two more children passed 
Level 1 (and will have the chance to pass Level 2 next year). 
 
This is on top of the 31 pupils that passed last year (including some of the current Y6 then in Y5). 
 

 

Bikeability is an improved and updated version of the old cycling proficiency scheme, adhering to the 
National Standard for cycle training, and delivered by professional instructors. On the course, the 
children develop cycling confidence, safety and skills, both off and on the road. 

 



   
 
As in previous years, our inclusive practice meant that we offered ALL Year 5 and Year 6 children the 
opportunity to take part in Level 1 and Level 2 Bikeability Cycling Proficiency courses, free of charge. 
All parents/carers needed to do was to sign their child up.  
 
There is a requirement for parents/carers signing their child up to provide a roadworthy bike and 
helmet, however our inclusive practice ensures that any parent/carer that is not able to provide a 
roadworthy bike or helmet, but would still like their child to participate, can apply in advance to 
borrow one of our specially-sourced BHPS bikes and/or helmets for the course, free of charge. 
 

 
 
If your child will be in Year 5 or Year 6 next year, then please look out for announcements about the 
2022-2023 courses. Letters will be sent via Arbor in Term 6. We would like as many children to take 
us up on this free, exciting and worthwhile offer. Please encourage and support your child and sign 
them up. If you cannot provide a roadworthy bike due to financial hardship, please contact the 
Office: just as we did this year, we can provide a bike for the duration of the course. 
 

Why wear a helmet? 
 

We note that some children ride bikes to and from school without a helmet, and some parents have 
said they needed to buy a helmet for their child to participate in the course. 
 

All cycle and road safety organisations recommend wearing helmets - all the time - for cycling. 
 

We would like to politely point out the benefits: wearing a helmet will dramatically reduce the 
chances of your child suffering life-changing injury, or even death, in the event of an accident. As we 
are sure you’ll agree, the average cost of a helmet, at £20, is a price well worth paying for your 
child’s safety and wellbeing, or possibly even their life. The poster here, summarises the benefits:  
 

 



   
 
   

AGENTS FOR CHANGE AMBASSADORS AND BHPS HOST EVENT 

 

    
 Our BHPS Year 5 Agents for Change Ambassadors 

 

We hosted an inter-school Agents for Change Workshop Training Event at Bayards Hill on Friday 21st 

January, involving 7 schools from within the RLT trust. Our four Year 5 Bayards Hill ‘Agents for 

Change Ambassadors’ were active in the Equaliteach training, and we have since met as a team and 

created an initial action plan that we are already working on. Our ambassadors will support year-

round work to improve the school by helping to promote a culture of inclusiveness, acceptance and 

tolerance for diversity, and to promote equality and reject gender stereotypes within the school. 

More on this soon. 

 

                                              

Before this, however, we need to address some basics. At Bayards Hill we take bullying very seriously.   

We will always listen to pupil and parent concerns about bullying, and take appropriate action as 
necessary.  

But first, we must be absolutely clear about what bullying is, and what bullying isn’t, because 
sometimes children (and adults!) are not clear. The poster below clearly explains - we hope you find 
it useful. 

 

 



   
 

 

Lots of children in schools experience unkind behaviour. As can be seen from the official definition 
above, unkind behaviour is not necessarily bullying. For example, is it repeated and is there an 
imbalance of power? Children of Primary age are still learning how to get along with others and they 
require parents/carers, staff and other adults to model kindness, conflict resolution, inclusion and 
responsibility.  

While they are on this journey, pupils will occasionally do or say something that is hurtful. At Bayards 
Hill, we understand that it is important to address the behaviour but also understand it is important 
not to label the pupil as a bully. Staff are able to distinguish between hurtful and unkind behaviour 
and bullying behaviour. 

We recognise and understand the importance of labelling unkind behaviours correctly. This enables 
pupils to keep situations in perspective and helps ensure that incidents are handled appropriately  

Of course, we also want to minimise unkind behaviour at Bayards Hill, and that is why, for example, 
we include, promote and reward Respect and Responsibility as two of our BHPS ‘3R’ key values. 

We will also be working with our Year 5 Agents for Change Ambassadors over the next two terms, 
raising awareness of diversity across our whole school community (children, staff, parents/carers and 
school governors), and developing our culture of celebration and tolerance, and addressing any 
identity-based bullying.  We have also set up a new Prejudice Related Incident reporting procedure, 
along with strategies to address any incidents – and we will give you more details on this soon. 

 

ENRICHED LESSONS / CURRICULUM-LINKED EXPERIENCES 

We firmly believe in providing an enriched and well-resourced learning environment to match our 
curriculum intent - for example: 

 



   
 

• We provide regular opportunities for practical application, investigation and 
experimentation in Science lessons, along with extended Science mornings and Science days  

• We provide varied DT experiences such as making structures, windmill and wheel design,  
felt purse making and cam construction 

• We provide opportunities for outdoor learning and field work 

Here are some picture examples – we hope you enjoy them: 

Example 1: Year 6 Circulatory System - Exploring and 'Making' Blood Components   

           

 

Example 2: Whole School Science Day - What if? 

         

 

         

 



   

 

Danger: Exploding Melon!! 

Example 3: Outdoor Learning – Science and Art: 

     

 

Example 4: DT and Artwork: 

     

Year 6 Abstract Collage 

 

 



   
 

     

Year 2 Masks 

 

         

Year 5 Structures 

 

      

Year 6 Cams 

Year 6 pupils have been making Automatas using cams.  The mechanisms have then been enhanced 

with designs to entice customers into different shops to increase the number of people shopping 

with small businesses and supporting local trade.  

 

      

 



   
 

     

Year 1 and Year 2: Structures – Windmills and Wheels 

Year 1 pupils have been creating structures. They have made windmills that consist of three key 
points: a structure, an axle and a turbine. They have also been learning about renewable energy 
sourced through modern wind turbines. 

Year 2 pupils have been making wheels that really turn! They have used a mix of media to ensure 

that they are fit for purpose.        
 

 

Year 4 electric circuits written work 

Year 4 pupils Year 4 pupils have been learning to create circuits. Next term, they will make torches 

that really light up! 

 

Year 6 computer-designed cars 



   
 

Year 6: Computing and DT – Year 6 have used ChromeBooks and software to design, print and to 
create 3D cars. These cars are designed to be eco-friendly and support our geography plans for the 
‘Barton of the Future’. 

 

 

Year 6 felt cushion display 

 

We think that we provide an excellent enrichment and personal development offering for the 

children here at Bayards Hill, but what do you think? Is there anything else we can do? Look 

out for a survey coming to you soon – we’d love to hear your views! 

 

Best wishes and I hope you have an enjoyable term, 

Mr Waite 

Y6 Teacher, Assistant Head and Personal Development Lead  


